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Another  letter  from  our  correspondent  in  Washington,  D.  C. ,  is  here 
today.    This  week  she  is  reporting  news  gathered  from  a  recent  visit  to  the 
Forest  Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     And  she  writes:     "If  I  make 
many  more  calls  on  the  foresters,  I  am  likely  to  "be  writing  all  my  letters 
about  them.    They  are  doing  so  many  things  I  should  like  to  tell  you  about. 
The  more  I  hear  about  the  nation's  forest  problems,  the  more  I  think  the  women 
"f  the  country  should  take  an  interest  in  them.     So  many  of  them  concern  us  in 
one  way  or  another.' 

"For  example,  we  women  often  plan  the  family's  vacation  and  other  outdoor 
recreation  —  picnics,  camping  trips,  and  so  on.     Well,  that  ought  to  give  us  a 
special  interest  in  the  National  Forests  which  more  and  more  are  becoming  the 
country's  outdoor  playground.    According  to  Forest  Service  records,  more  people 
than  ever  before  made  use  of  these  forests  for  recreation  last  year.  Believe 
it  or  not.  the  best  estimates  give  a  total  of  about  58  million  548  thousand 
visitcrr,  in  1935,  including  the  transient  motorists  making  use  of  forest  high- 
ways.   This  gives  you  just  a  rough  idea  of  how  the  forests  are  helping  the 
citizens  of  the  count  r"  enjoy  their  lesiure.    Because  the  forests  are  in  three- 
fourth?  o.!  all  out  States,  and  because  they  cover  more  than  163  million  acres, 
almcsi;  anybocy  in  the  country  can  reach  some  part  of  them  easily  by  motor. 
They  are  the  largest  areas  in  the  country  publicly  owned  and  open  for  outdoor 
recreation.     Increased  expenditures  for  unemployment  relief  work  during  the 
last  few  -ears  h~ve  ...ado  possible  many  new  roads  and  trails  in  the  forests. 

"Sfoll,  now  maybe  you  would  like  a  picture  of  the  groups  of  visitors  to 
the  forests  in  1935.    About  728  thousand  were  summer  home-owners  and  guests. 
More  than  1  million  250  thousand  were  guests  at  hotels  and  resorts.  Some 
2  aillicn  100  wore  campers  and  5  million  326  were  picnickers.     Then,  the  forests 
also  entertained  some  7  million  motorists,  horsemen  and  hikers  last  year.  For 
these  groups  the  foresters  have  built  many  camps.     Last  year    they  created  many 
now  camps  and  improved  old  ones.    All  told,  the  camping  places  in  our  National 
Forests  now  number  3  thousand.    Of  course,  the  foresters  chose  locations  for 
camps  in  areas  of  least  hazard  to  public  health  and  property  from  fire  or  other 
damage. 

•'I  f°rg0t  tc  tel1  •/ou  that  "beside  the  visitors  already  listed,  nearly 
i  million  motorists  en  route     somewhere  else  used  National  Forest  roads  last 
yeor. 
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"Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  which  forests  have  the  record  for  enter- 
taining visitors.    Well,  to  quote  the  Forest  Service  annual  report,   'Last  year 
national  forests  in  Region  5  (California)  had  the  heaviest  recreational  use.' 
The  Angeles  and  San  Bernardino  National  Forests  in  California  were  very  popular. 
So  was  the  White  Mountain  National  Forest  in  New  Hampshire,  the  Mount  Hood 
forest  in  Oregon,  and  the  Pike  Forest  in  Colorado.     If  you  would  like  to  know 
just  how  the  forests  in  different  parts  of  the  country  stack  up  on  this  matter 
of  vacationing  visitors,  here  is  the  Forest  Service  list:     California  had  the 
most  last  year,  with  the  North  Central  region  coming  next;   then  the  Eastern; 
then  the  Rocky  Mountain;  North  Pacific;  Southwestern;  Southeastern;  Intermountain 
Northern  Rocky  Mountain;  with  Alaska  last. 

"The  foresters  tell  me  that  visitors  to  the  forests  last  year  seemed  to 
take  a  special  interest  in  wildlife.    At  least,  records  show  a  greater  number  of 
hunters,  fishermen  and  nature  lovers.    The  CCC  hoys  were  on  the  job  last  year 
to  help  the  fishermen  "by  improving  fish  streams  and  lakes.     With  over  a  million 
big-game  animals  and  a  great  variety  of  upland-game  birds,  you  can  see  why 
hunters  and  nature  lovers  spend  time  in  the  forests. 

"Speaking  of  animals,  the  foresters  tell  me  that  big  game  is  still  making 
steady  gains  in  our  forests.     That  is  a  hopeful  sign  since  in  many  other  areas 
of  this  country,  they  face  serious  depletion  —  probably  extinction.  Wildlife 
census  figures  recently  compiled  by  the  Forest  Service  show  that  in  the  last  ten 
years  the  number  of  large  game  animals  in  the  forest  has  almost  doubled.  The 
numbers  of  antelope,  deer,  elk,  moose,  and  mountain  sheep  have  increased.  Bear 
and  mountain  goat  population  has  increased  too,  but  last  year  they  fell  of 
slightly. 

"Of  course,  the  foresters  can't  go  around  and  count  the  noses  of  all 
the  wild  animals  in  the  woods.     They  base  their  census  on  actual  counts  in 
representative  areas  and  on  continuous  observations  of  forest  officers.     In  the 
census  of  last  year,  they  estimated  about  15  thousand  antelopes  in  the  western 
national  forests  —  an  increase  of  about  600  during  the  year.     Arizona,  Idaho, 
California,  and  Montana  have  the  most  of  these  animals  with  smaller  numbers  in 
Colorado,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  Utah. 

"Under  Forest  Service  management,  deer  have  increased  more  than  any  other 
big  game  animal.    The  deer  population  in  1935  was  about  1  million  40  thousand. 
That  was  a  gain  of  about  100  thousand  over  the  year  before.     Deer  have  increased 
most  in  California  national  forests.    About  6  thousand  more  there  in  1935  than 
in  1934. 


"The  foresters  try  to  develop  and  maintain  as  much  wildlife  in  coordina- 
tion with  other  forest  values  as  the  forests  can  support.     Lack  of  an  adequate 
winter  range  within  the  national  forests  limits  the  number  of  certain  big  game 
animals,  notably  elk.     The  national,  forests  have  many  game  refuges  to  aid  in 
building  up  the  number  of  certain  wild  animals  that  have  been  dying  out  in  our 
country.    On  other  national  forest  areas,  hunting  is  allowed  under  State  game 
laws,  and  the  Forest  Service  aids  in  enforcing  these  laws. 


■ 


* 


R-HC  -  3  -  2-1-36 

"Just  one  more  news  item  about  the  national  forests.     This  is  something 
to  think  about  if  you  are  planning  a  motor  trip  next  summer.     Last  year  -12 
thousand  miles  were  added  to  forest  roads.    And  maintenance  work  was  done  on 
nearly  1SU  thousand  miles  of  roads  and  trails.     The  CCC  bovs  did  much  of  the 
truck-trail  and  foot-trail  work  last  year.     These  new  roads  and  trails  make  the 
forests  more  convenient  for  campers,  picnickers  and  other  summer  visitors,  and 
they  help  foresters  control  and  prevent  fires.     But  if  you  are  worried  for  fear 
the  forests  are  likely  to  become  too  civilized  by  so  many  new  roads  and  visitors, 
maybe  I  should  tell  you  that  more  than  11  million  acres  of  wilderness  land  withir 
the  National  Forests  is  set  aside  as  'primitive  areas'  within  which  no  roads  are 
built. 

"That's  all  the  forest  news  I  have  time  for  today.     If' you  like  to  plan 
June  vacations  in  February,  this  news  may  give  you  some  ideas.  Good-bye. 
You'll  be  hearing  from  me  again  next  Saturday. 11 

And  that  finished  the  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent  for  this 

week. 
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